. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
American  Printing  House  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 


) 


https://archive.org/details/ohiostoryradioreOOedwa 


\\\i  x'Vcfe 

c,  S 


THE  OHIO  STORY 

RADIO  READING  SERVICE  OF  OHIO 


by  -  E,  Te^Ruch 
Regional  Consultant 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind 


AMERICAN  FOUNDATION  FOR  THE  BLIND,  INC. 
15  WEST  16TH  STREET 
NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10011 


Y\\>VA'c3 

9-%^ 


THE  OHIO  STORY 


Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio 


This  is  a  summary  of  nine  meetings  of  the  Radio 
Reading  Service  of  Ohio  State  Committee,  extending  from 
December  19,  1974  to  October  22,  1975.  It  is  a  chronology 
of  the  interchange  of  viewpoints,  information  and  compro¬ 
mises,  that  has  brought  the  project  from  its  inception  to 
is  current  stage  of  development.  It  exemplifies  the  inter¬ 
est  and  effort  that  can  be  mobilized,  by  lay  groups  and 
individuals,  consumers,  and  professional  programs  engaged 
in  service  to  handicapped  people,  to  concentrate  their  re¬ 
sources  in  providing  a  service  to  visually  and  physically 
handicapped  people  on  a  statewide  basis. 

The  concept  of  operating  a  radio  reading  service  in 
Ohio  began  with  an  effort  to  establish  a  station  in  Youngstown. 
This  endeavor  fell  short  of  fruition  because  of  insufficient 
finances  to  carry  through  the  project.  It  was  decided  that 
a  more  realistic  approach  to  acquiring  needed  funds  would 
be  through  state  monies.  Recognizing  that  the  state  would 
be  more  prone  to  fund  a  statewide  program  rather  than  a 
local  community  project,  it  was  recommended  that  officials 
from  the  private,  public,  consumer,  and  volunteer  sectors 
be  brought  together  to  explore  the  establishment  of  radio 
reading  service  state  network. 

In  conjunction  with  this  recommendation  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  was  asked  to  assist  in  the  initial 
planning  of  a  radio  reading  service  program  designed  to 
serve  blind  and  physically  handicapped  people  throughout 
the  state.  In  keeping  with  its  interest  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  and  improvement  of  services  through  utilization  of 
existing  community  resources,  the  Foundation  recommended 
that  representation  from  appropriate  sectors  of  interest 
across  the  state  be  assembled  to  discuss  the  need  for  such 
a  program  and  to  review  the  organizational  and  resource 
factors  to  be  considered  in  establishing  a  radio  reading 
service  in  Ohio. 

As  a  result  of  this  recommendation,  the  first  meetina 
of  what  was  to  become  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio 
State  Committee  was  held  in  Columbus  in  December  1974.  The 
meeting  was  attended  by  representatives  of  appropriate  inter¬ 
est  groups  such  as,  a)  the  Blindness  System:  Bureau  of 
Services  for  the  Blind  (State  Program)  and  several  private 
agencies  for  the  visually  handicapped;  b)  consumers  (National 
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Federation  of  the  Blind) ;  c)  OPRA  (Ohio  Public  Radio 
Associates) 7  d)  Ohio  Educational  TV  Network;  e)  Ohio  State 
Library  Program;  f)  Ohio  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission: 
g)  Ursuline  College;  h)  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting; 
and,  i)  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  Inc. 

Recognizing  the  significance  of  this  unique  service 
as  a  means  of  disseminating  unobtainable  information  to  the 
print-handicapped,  and  the  necessary  reliance  on  the  public 
radio  system  to  make  this  special  programing  available,  the 
Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  retained  the  services 
of  Samuel  C.O.  Holt  as  a  CPB  project  consultant  on  radio 
reading  service  for  the  print-handicapped.  As  one  of  the 
two  major  speakers  at  the  meeting  Mr.  Holt  outlined  the 
following  information: 

1.  Successful  programing  and  funding  had  been  the 
result  of  cooperation  between  state  and  private  agencies  in 
the  blindness  system,  as  well  as  financial  sources  from 
both  the  private  and  public  sectors.  Occasionally,  consumers 
have  been  asked  to  participate  in  defraying  costs  of  oper¬ 
ation  through  subscriptions  to  the  service. 

2.  The  volunteer  has  been  important  with  respect  to 
duties  connected  with  administration,  reading  and  fundraising. 
Professional  help,  however,  is  needed  in  areas  requiring 
technical  assistance  and  clerical  responsibilities.  The 
better  operated  stations  have  left  the  technical  and  broad¬ 
casting  duties  to  personnel  with  professional  radio  expertise, 
and  the  programing  to  the  agencies  for  the  visually  handi¬ 
capped.  In  some  of  the  most  successful  programs  the  overall 
administration  has  been  the  responsibility  of  the  agencies. 
However,  cooperation  between  the  radio  industry  and  the 
blindness  system  is  essential. 

3.  It  was  suggested  that  a  consumer  survey  be  con¬ 
ducted  to  determine  interest  in  the  establishment  of  a  radio 
reading  service. 

Results  of  Mr.  Holt's  efforts  are  being  published  in 
a  Radio  Reading  Service  handbook,  designed  to  assist  communi¬ 
ties  in  establishing  the  program. 

Following  Mr.  Holt's  report,  William  F.  Gallagher, 
Director  of  Program  Planning  Department  of  AFB ,  explained 
AFB's  interest  in  Radio  Reading  Service.  He  then  went  on 
to  announce  the  first  National  Conference  on  RRS  to  be  held 
in  Oklahome  City  in  March  1975.  Mr.  Gallagher  explained  that 
seven  categories  of  activities  essential  to  the  operation  of 
a  station  formed  the  structure  of  the  Conference: 

1)  administration;  2)  technical  operation;  3)  legal 
information;  4)  funding  and  fundraising;  5)  programing  and 
content;  6)  network  and  interchange;  7)  open-circuit  vs. 
closed-circuit  broadcasting. 
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A  major  achievement  in  the  initial  meetinq  was  the 
bringing  together  representation  from  the  Ohio  Educational 
TV  Network  and  agencies  for  the  blind.  The  OETVN  operates 
throughout  the  state  and  can  provide  technical  expertise 
necessary  to  establish  a  Radio  Reading  Service.  This  talent, 
combined  with  the  programing  personnel  and  listener  potential 
of  the  agencies  for  the  visually  handicapped,  presented  a 
most  encouraging  outlook  for  the  establishment  of  RRS  pro¬ 
grams  throughout  Ohio. 

An  objection  was  raised  as  to  naming  the  Ohio  programs 
"Talking  Book  Radio,"  since  using  this  title  would  be  a 
duplication,  and  in  competition  with  the  existing  Talking 
Book  Service.  Alternate  titles  were  suggested  such  as  the 
Radio  Information  Service  for  the  Print-Handicapped,  and 
Radio  Reading  Service  for  the  Blind  and  Physically  Handi¬ 
capped. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  accepted  definition  of  a  Radio 
Reading  Service  (RRS)  would  be:  an  effort  through  the  use 
of  special  receivers  and  special  sub-channels  of  existing 
FM  stations  to  broadcast  exclusively  to  the  print-handicapped. 
It  was  reported  that  there  are  an  estimated  6,000,000  print- 
handicapped  individuals  throughout  the  country  that  could 
be  candidates  for  this  service.  At  present,  there  are  30  RRS 
programs  operating  on  both  open-circuit  and  closed-circuit 
facilities,  with  annual  budgets  ranging  from  $10,000  to 
$100,000. 

The  results  of  the  meeting  included: 

1.  Identification  of  the  need  and  resources  necessary 
for  the  establishment  of  an  RRS  program  in  the  state. 

2.  Review  of  the  "state  of  the  art." 

3.  The  determination  of  whether  an  RRS  would  be 
appropriate  for  Ohio,  and  taking  the  necessary  steps  to 
further  explore  the  possibility. 


AD  HOC  COMMITTEE 

An  ad  hoc  committee  was  appointed  and  then  met  to 
further  define  the  planning  for  establishing  a  radio  reading 
service  in  Ohio,  and  to  organize  a  permanent  committee  of 
representatives  from  laymen,  consumers,  public  radio  and 
agencies  for  the  visually  handicapped,  with  the  capacity  to 
plan  and  implement  the  organization  of  Radio  Reading  Services 
throughout  the  state.  With  respect  to  the  selection  of 
representation  of  interest  groups  to  serve  on  the  permanent 
committee,  the  following  was  recommended: 

A.  Consumers;  National  Federation  of  the  Blind; 
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Blinded  Veterans  Association;  Ohio  Rehabilitation  Services 
Commission;  American  Association  of  Workers  for  the  Blind, 
and  the  National  Association  of  the  Physically  Handicapped. 

B.  Technical  Assistance:  The  Ohio  Public  Radio 
Associates  (Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  Representa¬ 
tion  in  Ohio) . 

C.  Lay  Groups,  any  individual  or  organization  with 
volunteer  or  fundraising  potential;  Lions  International; 
Junior  League,  etc. 

D.  Blindness  System:  Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Blind 
(State  Program  for  the  Visually  Handicapped)  and  the  several 
private  agencies  servicing  the  visually  handicapped  through¬ 
out  Ohio. 


The  names  of  25  individuals  were  submitted  for  consider¬ 
ation  as  potential  members  of  the  permanent  committee.  A 
Statement  of  Policy  outlining  the  philosophy,  need,  and 
current  efforts  to  organize  the  project  was  prepared,  to 
be  enclosed  in  a  letter  of  invitation  to  the  individuals 
who  would  become  the  permanent  committee. 

There  was  early  indication  that  state  funding  might 
be  available  for  this  project.  It  was  recommended  that  a 
proposal  be  prepared.  It  was  decided  that,  together  with 
supportive  information  from  the  American  Foundation  for 
the  Blind,  additional  information  should  be  acquired  from 
the  Oklahoma  City  Radio  Reading  Service  Conference  before 
submitting  a  formal  request  for  RSC  funding.  The  deadline 
for  submitting  the  proposal  was  July  1975 f  to  be  assured 
of  review  before  the  conclusion  of  the  current  fiscal  year. 

Initial  duties  of  the  permanent  committee  were: 

a.  preparation  and  conduct  of  a  consumer  interest 
survey;  b.  provision  of  technical  expertise;  and,  c.  investi¬ 
gation  of  potential  fund  raising  possibilities. 

In  view  of  the  previously  expressed  interest  in  the  RRS 
concept  by  all  OPRA  radio  stations  in  Ohio,  it  was  suggested 
that  the  first  approach  be  a  pilot  venture  developed  around 
a  selected  OPRA  station.  Based  on  this  experience,  the 
concept  could  then  be  expanded  into  a  statewide  network,  as 
interest,  facilities,  and  resources  become  available.  Perhaps 
a  five-year  plan  could  be  developed  to  serve  as  a  long-range 
planning  guide  for  the  establishment  of  a  state  network. 


PERMANENT  COMMITTEE 

The  first  meeting  of  the  permanent  committee  resulted 
in  establishment  of  the  offices  of  a  chairman,  a  vice  chairman, 
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a  secretary,  and  treasurer.  Three  standing  committees  were 
formed,  representing  consumer  interesr,  technical  assistance 
and  fundraising.  In  addition,  it  was  decided  that  the  officers 
of  the  organization  and,  the  chairman  of  the  standing  committees 
would  comprise  the  Executive  Committee.  (Interim  Guidelines 
were  prepared  describing  the  composition  and  function  of  the 
Committee,  see  copy  attached) . 

It  was  also  suggested  that  the  Consumer  Survey  Questionnaire 
would  be  patterned  after  material  used  by  the  CPB  Consultant 
in  the  preparation  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  Handbook. 

Possible  incorporation  of  the  State  Committee  was  dis¬ 
cussed  and  it  was  decided  to  delay  any  decisions  in  this 
regard  until  after  the  AFB  Oklahoma  City  RRS  Conference. 

Mr.  Holt,  as  Consultant  at  the  initial  meetincr  of  the 
permanent  committee,  made  the  following  observations  to 
assist  the  committee  in  its  perliminary  planning: 

1.  Clearly  understand  the  purpose  and  goals  of  the 
program;  determine  the  most  appropriate  mix  of  public  and 
private  funding  sources;  define  the  nature  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  and,  establish  workable  methods  of  procedure  for 
implementing  the  program. 

2.  As  the  first  step,  a  foundation  should  be  approached 
to  obtain  an  early  planning  grant.  These  monies  will  be 
helpful  in  supporting  the  on-going  work  of  the  committee; 
sending  members  to  conferences,  subsidizing  meeting  costs 
and,  covering  operational  expenses  such  as  mailings. 

3.  As  communities  establish  local  Radio  Reading  Services, 
it  is  important  to  keep  the  state  network  concept  in  mind. 

The  state  program  should  be  set  up  in  such  a  way  that  future 
programs  can  "plug  in"  to  the  statewide  structure  as  the 
network  develops,  since  the  initial  program  problems  will 
not  be  so  much  technical  as  they  will  be  legal  and  organi¬ 
zational  . 


4.  Do  not  start  a  radio  reading  service  program  if 
the  possibilities  for  its  completion  are  nebulous.  There  is 
nothing  more  frustrating  to  the  consumer  than  to  have  a 
service  started  and  then  taken  away. 

5.  A  four-hour  per  day  broadcasting  schedule  is  ade¬ 
quate  to  begin  operations. 

6.  Consider  the  use  of  all  volunteer  organizations, 
not  only  for  funding  but  also  for  other  kinds  of  volunteer 
support;  volunteers  can  do  more  than  read.  University 
resources  could  also  be  helpful  with  projects  such  as 
consumer  surveys  and  the  use  of  computer  time. 

7 .  The  only  form  of  financial  sponsorship  permitted 
on  public  radio  is  program  underwriting.  This  could  be  a 
source  of  considerable  funding. 
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8.  A  basic  rule  of  procedure  would  be... do  not  do  more 
then  you  can  do  well. 


As  a  result  of  subsequent  meetings  with  the  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Services  Commission  the  possibility  of  state  monies 
being  available  through  innovation  and  expansion  grants  was 
suggested  for  exploration.  RRS  programs  in  Ohio  would  have 
to  adopt  the  same  eligibility  requirement  in  effect  for  the 
use  of  talking  book  services,  i.e.,  the  inclusion  of  the 
pnysically  handicapped  as  well  as  the  visually  handicapped, 
if  federal  funding  through  an  RSC  grant  is  to  be  seriously 
considered.  Thought  should  be  given  to  the  needs  of  other 
"print-handicapped"  groups  such  as  the  mentally  retarded 
and  the  illiterate,  since  talking  book  requirements  exclude 
these  categories  of  handicapped  from  service. 


OKLAHOMA  CITY  CONFERENCE 

The  next  step  taken  in  the  development  of  the  Ohio 
program  was  attendance  at  the  AFB  sponsored  Oklahoma  City 
RRS  Conference.  A  13  member  delegation  from  Ohio  attended 
the  meeting.  In  addition  to  representation  from  the  State 
Committee,  a  city  official  from  Columbus  connected  with 
city  revenue  sharing  funds  attended  the  meeting.  His 
primary  interest  was  to  justify  the  use  of  these  monies 
for  the  establishment  of  an  RRS  in  Columbus.  Except  for 
Oklahoma,  this  was  the  second  largest  delegation  from  any 
state  in  the  country. 


Permanent  Committee  Meeting 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  Permanent  Committee, 
the  following  points  of  information  brought  from  Oklahoma 
City  were  reported  for  consideration: 

1.  Most  RRS  stations  are  operated  by  state  and  private 
agencies  for  the  blind,  with  their  basic  function  to  serve 
as  vehicles  for  the  dissemination  of  information. 

2.  Most  programs  have  fewer  than  1,000  receivers  in 
service,  and  some  have  fewer  than  500  in  operation. 

3.  Efforts  should  be  made  to  sell  the  RRS  concept  to 
the  consumer.  There  must  be  good  consumer  input  and  partici¬ 
pation  prior  to  the  establishment  of  an  RRS  program  in  a 
community. 

4.  Most  primary  carrier  radio  stations,  whether  com¬ 
mercial  or  public,  charge  for  the  use  of  sub-carriers. 

Some  radio  reading  services  suggest  a  modest  subscription 
fee  for  the  use  of  the  service.  This  concept,  for  the  most 
part,  is  acceptable  to  the  consumer. 
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5.  Financial  support  of  a  station  is  usually  a  blend 
of  private,  state,  and  federal  monies. 

6.  Competition  between  manufacturers  of  receivers 
will,  it  is  hoped,  produce  a  higher  quality  product  at  a 
lower  cost. 

7 .  Competition  with  state  library  systems  for  the 

blind  and  physically  handicapped,  and  duplication  of  materials, 
should  be  avoided.  Cooperation  and  coordination  should  be 
encouraged  to  provide  the  most  useful  service  possible  from 
both  sources. 

8.  A  preliminary  draft  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service 
Handbook  was  distributed  to  all  conference  participants. 

(The  final  print  edition  should  be  available  in  November  1975, 
and  taped  editions  will  follow.) 

9.  Receivers  should  be  adapted  for  the  easy  use  of 
the  elderly  and  physically  handicapped. 

10.  Of  the  consumer  groups  represented  at  the  conference, 
the  National  Federation  of  the  Blind  favored  "open-channel," 
and  the  American  Council  of  the  Blind  supported  "closed- 
channel"  broadcasting.  Consumers  can  be  helpful  in  stimu¬ 
lating  RRS  interest  in  the  community,  where  an  agency  for  the 
visually  handicapped  does  not  exist,  or  where  the  local 
program  tor  the  blind  is  disinterested  or  indifferent  to  the 
establishment  of  a  radio  reading  service. 

11.  Dissatisfaction  was  expressed  with  the  excess  of 
literary  reading  time,  and  the  duplication  of,  or  the  use  of, 
talking  book  titles  in  the  stations'  programing.  More 
creative  programing  such  as  live  talk  shows,  news,  and 
rehabilitation  teaching  was  strongly  recommended. 

12.  The  Library  of  Congress  did  not  see  the  Radio 
Reading  Service  concept  as  a  prime  service  possibility  in 
its  current  program  structure.  However,  it  is  willing  to 
cooperate  in  considering  a  national  plan  if  future  develop¬ 
ments  deem  it  advisable. 


OHIO  COMMITTEE  DECISION 

Rather  than  emulate  any  one  of  the  existing  exemplary 
programs  in  the  country,  it  was  agreed  to  take  the  better 
factors  from  all  and  combine  them  into  the  best  statewide 
program  possible,  to  meet  the  specific  needs  of  Ohio. 

It  was  also  agreed  that  a  pilot  approach,  rather  than  the 
overall  statewide  route,  would  be  the  wisest  direction  to 
follow  as  the  initial  step  in  developing  an  RRS.  It  was 
at  this  point  that  the  committee  adopted  the  official  title 
of  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio. 
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More  definite  developments  and  actions  began  to  emerge 
from  committee  deliberations.  A  newspaper  article  was 
published  in  Columbus,  announcing  that  $200,000  of  city 
revenue  sharing  funds  had  been  set  aside  for  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  a  radio  reading  service  in  that  community.  WOSU 
(Ohio  State  University,  and  the  local  OPRA  representative) 
was  designated  as  the  primary  carrier.  Practicability  of 
establishing  an  RRS  in  Columbus  would  have  to  be  determined 
before  the  funds  could  be  used  for  that  purpose. 

In  a  separate  report,  the  Technical  Sub-Committee 
suggested  that  an  annual  budget  of  $281,200  would  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  operate  the  state  network.  The  program  would  be 
developed  around  the  four  OPRA  stations  in  Columbus,  Athens, 
Kent  and  Youngstown.  Estimates  were  based  on  a  40-hour 
per  week,  eight-hour  day,  five-days  per  week  schedule.  The 
projections  did  not  include  costs  of  receivers,  development 
of  program  content,  or  the  coordination  and  operation  of  a 
volunteer  program. 

Eeyond  general  compliance  with  eligibility  requirements 
talking  book  services,  consumer  qualifications  for  partici¬ 
pation  in  radio  reading  services  were  the  same  as  eligibility 
for  talking  book  services;  inability  to  read  newspaper  print 
with  the  better  eye  corrected  (visually  handicapped) ?  inability 
to  hold  a  book  or  manage  reading  (physically  handicapped) ; 
the  learning  disability  related  to  dyslexia. 


It  was  confirmed  that  a  proposal  to  fund  an  RRS  program 
would  be  entertained  by  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission. 
However,  certain  assurances  would  have  to  be  made  before 
the  possibility  could  be  pursued? 

Plans  would  have  to  be  made  for  continuation  of 
the  program  after  the  initial  RSC  grant  monies  expire. 

2.  Ample  evidence  must  be  given  indicating  the  need 
for  the  program,  and  how  improved  services  for  the  visually 
handicapped  would  result  from  it. 

There  was  a  possibility  that  the  RSC  proposal  would  not 
require  matching  funds.  RSC  expressed  particular  interest 
in  the  statewide  program  concept,  rather  than  development 
of  local  autonomous  programs . 

Committee  Deliberations 

In  discussing  the  possibility  of  submitting  a  proposal 
to  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission,  the  committee 
covered  the  following  points: 

1.  There  should  be  an  initial  supply  of  4,000  receivers 
and  provision  for  the  purchase  of  2,000  more  once  the  first 
supply  has  been  distributed. 
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2.  Thought  be  given  to  sufficient  funding  to  cover 
costs  for  coordination  of  statewide  effort  to  establish 

a  network;  clarification  of  state  and  community  roles;  and 
work  with  appropriate  sources  to  assure  growth  of  program 
on  local  and  community  levels. 

3.  Receivers  would  not  be  purchased  for  any  community 
that  cannot  provide  a  workable  plan  for  continuation  of 
funding  beyond  exploration  of  the  initial  grant. 

4.  That  money  should  be  available  from  local  community 
sources  to  be  used  in  conjunction  with  grant  funds  for  the 
operation  of  the  program. 

5.  That  a  separate  foundation  be  established  for 
receiving  funds.  Reference  was  made  to  organizations  such 
as  Lions  International  to  assist  with  on-going  costs  and 
payment  for  receivers. 


PROPOSAL  SUBMITTED  TO  RSC 

Meetings  were  held  with  the  Rehabilitation  Services 
Commission  to  determine  the  most  appropriate  category  of 
funding  for  the  project.  The  suggestions  were  innovation 
and  expansion  grant,  and  group  services  funding  (limited 
to  equipment).  After  deliberation, it  was  decided  that  the 
project  would  be  most  suitably  funded  as  an  innovation  and 
expansion  grant,  and  that  the  proposal  to  RSC  be  prepared 
accordingly . 

A  rough  draft  of  the  RRS  grant  proposal  was  written 
and  submitted  to  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission. 

A  review  of  the  proposal,  and  aspects  not  covered  in  it, 
resulted  in  the  following  observations: 

1.  Since  rehabilitation  was  to  be  a  major  component 
in  RRS  programing  in  accordance  with  RSC  guidelines,  would 
it  be  possible  to  provide  service  to  segments  of  the  visu¬ 
ally  handicapped  population  such  as  the  aging,  who  have  no 
vocational  goals?  Would  information  provided  through  RRS 
designed  to  keep  the  elderly  visually  handicapped  in  their 
own  homes  and  consequently  out  of  institutions  through  the 
encouragement  of  independence  and  self-care  be  sufficient 
justification  as  a  vocational  goal? 

2.  Representatives  from  local  program  committees  should 
be  members  of  the  RRS  of  Ohio  State  Committee. 

3.  Concerning  the  legal  ramifications  of  the  question 
of  incorporation,  the  Committee  asked  that  attorneys  for  the 
Rehabilitation  Services  Commission  and/or  the  Ohio  Educational 
Television  Network  Committee  be  petitioned  for  advice  in 

this  important  area.  Topics  for  discussion  were  problems  of 
incorporation  and  alternative  measures  in  the  event  incorpor¬ 
ation  is  not  advisable. 
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4.  It  was  questionable  whether  state  employees  can 
'‘legally"  be  members  of  another  state  incorporated  body; 
if  not,  it  would  seriously  affect  the  present  committee 
composition  since  the  majority  of  the  members  were  currently 
state  employees. 


The  Consumer  Committee  suggested  the  following  for 
consideration : 

1.  Questionnaires  should  not  be  sent  to  listeners 

for  the  purpose  of  sampling  initial  interest  in  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  an  RRS;  this  would  be  an  unrealistic  appraisal  since 
the  consumer  cannot  give  an  intelligent  evaluation  of  a 
service  he  has  not  experienced.  Such  a  step  would  raise  false 
hopes  when  a  station  is  merely  contemplated  rather  than 
already  in  existence. 

2.  A  brief  application  form  should  be  included  with 
the  description  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  to  be  sent  to 
the  prospective  consumers.  The  sole  purpose  of  the  appli¬ 
cation  form  should  be  to  gather  necessary  statistics. 

Speaking  engagements  and  public  relations  programs 
directed  at  consumer  groups  should  be  organized  to  encourage 
listener  interest  in  the  initial  effort  to  establish  a  Radio 
Reading  Service. 

3.  Programing  should  be  patterned  after  those  of  the 
more  successful  stations.  Arrangements  should  be  made  for 
consumer  telephone  reaction  to  programing.  A  procedure 
should  be  established  to  communicate  these  reactions  to  the 
RRS  Program  Planning  Committee. 

After  a  program  has  been  operating  for  approximately 
one  month,  information  should  be  solicited  from  the  consumer 
on  subjects  such  as  receivers,  reception,  and  program  changes. 
This  data  should  be  logged  on  forms  by  volunteers. 

4.  The  basic  organization  of  a  radio  reading  service 
should  be  consumer  oriented,  and  the  majority  of  the  governing 
board  of  each  station  should  be  composed  of  consumers. 

A  consumer  advisory  board  should  be  appointed  for 
each  RRS,  with  the  primary  interest  in  program  content  and 
utilization  of  time.  A  technical  advisory  board  should 
also  be  established  to  provide  input  on  the  technical  aspects 
of  operating,  such  as  broadcasting  and  equipment. 

5.  The  majority  of  the  broadcasting  schedule  should  be 
devoted  to  local  programing,  e.g.,  newspapers,  magazine 
articles,  guest  interviews  and  coverage  of  local  events  of 
particular  interest  to  the  consumer  rather  than  statewide 
network  content.  The  remainder  of  the  programing  should  be 
devoted  to  general  subjects  and  statewide  network  content. 
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According  to  the  Consumer  Committee's  report,  in  order 
that  an  RRS  be  effective  and  democratic  it  should  be  ulti¬ 
mately  under  the  control  of  the  consumer. 


News  was  received  that  the  Columbus  program  was 
officially  incorporated  as  the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading 
Service,  Inc.  This  further  emphasized  the  controversy  over 
the  incorporation  on  a  statewide  basis,  or  on  a  local 
community  level. 

A  separate  concern  surfaced  regarding  the  Ohio  Public 
Radio  Associates'  future  as  a  viable  organization,  which 
resulted  in  their  looking  with  even  greater  anticipation  to 
the  development  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio,  not 
only  for  the  contribution  that  it  can  make,  but  also  as  a 
project  that  would  be  influential  in  perpetuating  the 
existence  of  OPRA. 

GRANT  APPROVED 

At  this  point,  important  progress  was  made  in  the  overall 
development  of  the  project.  RSC  requested  a  meeting  with 
the  executive  committee  of  the  RRS  of  Ohio  to  discuss  changes 
of  the  preliminary  draft  proposal  that  RSC  would  like  to  have 
incorporated  in  the  final  document  to  be  submitted  for  RSC 
funding.  The  original  proposal  called  for  the  state  committee 
to  function  as  a  central  source  of  coordination  and  recom¬ 
mendation  for  the  disbursement  of  RSC  funds  to  those  communi¬ 
ties  prepared  to  establish  a  Radio  Reading  Service  qualified 
to  be  part  of  the  RRS  of  Ohio  State  Network.  The  first 
communities  to  be  considered  by  the  Committee  would  be  the 
five  mentioned  in  the  draft  proposal. 

Since  the  RRS  of  Ohio  is  not  a  corporate  body,  and 
since  a  sudden  effort  to  incorporate  would  not  be  sufficient 
evidence  of  a  programs  ability  to  perform  service  necessary 
to  justify  state  financial  support,  RSC  decided  not  to 
recognize  the  RRS  of  Ohio  in  any  official  capacity  connected 
with  disbursement  cf  RSC  monies  allocated  for  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  Program  in  the  state. 

It  was  decided  to  fund  Cleveland  and  Columbus  as  pilot 
programs  rather  than  make  monies  available  to  the  five 
communities  sited  in  the  original  draft  proposal.  As  stipu¬ 
lated  in  the  original  preliminary  draft  proposal,  RSC  re¬ 
affirmed  its  request  that  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the 
Blind  be  fiscally  responsible  for  the  program,  therefore, 
the  final  proposal  called  for  monies  to  be  allotted  directly 
from  RSC,  with  CSB  functioning  as  its  official  agent.  The 
Radio  Reading  Service  of  the  Ohio  State  Committee  would 
continue  to  be  recognized  as  the  central  source  for  counsel 
and  information  about  the  development  and  expansion  of  radio 
reading  services  throughout  the  state. 
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A  final  proposal  for  the  grant  was  submitted  and 
approved  by  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission. 


The  grant  called  for  a  three-year  project,  with  matching 
funds  of  90/10  for  the  first  year,  70/30  for  the  second  year, 
and  50/50  for  the  third  year.  The  total  amount  of  the  RSC 
portion  of  the  grant  is  $396,169.  This  figure,  in  addition 
to  the  10  percent  ($44,019)  matching  funds  from  Cleveland, 
makes  a  total  of  $444,188  that  was  made  available  to  the 
Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  and  Columbus  for  the  Columbus 
and  Cleveland  programs. 

Whils  this  information  was  being  announced,  it  was 
reported  that  the  $200,000  of  city  revenue  sharing  funds 
from  Columbus  had  been  officially  awarded  to  the  Central 
Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  It  was  stipulated  that 
in  both  cases  the  monies  would  have  to  be  spent  during  the 
first  fiscal  year  of  operation.  (For  a  copy  of  the  RSC 
grant  proposal,  see  the  attached : Proposal  for  the  Establish¬ 
ment  of  Radio  Reading  Services  in  the  Greater  Cleveland  & 
Columbus  Area) 

The  Columbus  monies  are  to  be  spent  on  the  station's 
physical  development  and  staffing.  Receiver  costs  for  the 
Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  (CORRS)  are  not 
covered  in  the  Columbus  grant;  therefore,  $160,000  for  pur¬ 
chase  of  2,000  receivers  at  $80  per  receiver  will  be  re¬ 
quested  from  the  RSC  grant  for  this  purpose.  In  order  to 
comply  with  the  matching  fund  requirement,  it  will  be  neces¬ 
sary  to  raise  $16,000  in  Columbus. 

After  awarding  the  grant  in  June  1975  the  RSC  informed 
the  State  Committee  that; 

1.  There  is  only  a  75  percent  chance  that  Cleveland 
and  Columbus  can  expect  additional  funding  during  the  second 
year  of  operation,  in  accordance  with  the  70/30  matching 
fund  ratio  as  stipulated  in  the  proposal.  It  is  essential, 
therefore,  that  all  efforts  be  expended  to  assure  that  both 
programs  are  in  a  strong  fiscal  position  at  the  end  of  their 
first  fiscal  year  of  operation. 

2.  Continued  cooperation  between  Columbus,  Cleveland, 
and  any  other  community  in  which  a  radio  reading  service  is 
operating  is  important  if  expansion  is  to  continue  and 
become  a  statewide  network  concept. 

In  addition  to  the  points  previously  covered  about 
incorporation.  Committee  discussion  generated  the  following; 

If  incorporation  is  to  be  on  a  local  level,  rather 
than  statewide,  for  the  purpose  of  raisinq  funds  to  comply 
with  the  matching  requirement,  is  it  still  necessary  for  the 
RRS  of  Ohio  to  raise  funds  at  the  same  time? 
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2.  Are  there  alternatives  to  incorporation,  for 
other  communities  considering  the  establishment  of  an  RRS? 

3.  Could  a  separate  foundation  be  established  at  the 
state  level  relating  specifically  to  the  financial  needs 
or  a  radio  reading  service? 


Could  an  existing  foundation  be  located  that  would 
serve  as  the  financial  arm  of  the  RRS  of  Ohio? 

4.  Regarding  state  employees  serving  on  a  separate 
state  incorporated  committee,  could  a  category  of  "insti¬ 
tutional"  membership  be  established  within  the  State 
Committee  corporate  structure  for  participants  to  serve  as 
institutional  representatives"? 

A  discussion  about  ways  to  strengthen  the  State 
Committee,  not  extant  in  the  proposal,  centered  around  the 


Dt3C  influence  of  a  central  committee  such  as  the 

RRS  of  Ohio  would  encourage  coordinated  growth  of  Radio 
Reading  Services  as  a  state  level  development. 

2.  Should  the  committee  be  "regulatory"  or  develop¬ 
mental  and  planning  oriented?  Should  guidelines  for  its 

expansion  and  establishment  be  "recommended"  or  "issued"  bv 
the  committee?  y 

3.  The  committee  could  assist  new  communities  in  the 
development  of  programs  recommending  basic  guidelines  in 
preparing  a  proposal  for  funding.  Could  the  RSC  approved 
grant  proposal  serve  as  a  model? 

4.  Applications  for  initiating  plans  to  establish  a 
station  could  first  be  submitted  to  the  State  Committee  for 
review  and  recommendations  before  a  proposal  is,  in  turn 
submitted  to  RSC  or  other  appropriate  sources  for  funds. 


The  administrator  of  the  Rehabilitation  Services 
Commission  explained  the  reason  for  selecting  Columbus  and 
Cleveland  to  begin  the  Radio  Reading  Service  program:  Funds 
received  under  the  innovation  and  expansion  grant  of  the  RSC 
are  intended  as  temporary  monies  to  be  used  in  helping  a 
community  initiate  a  program.  Concern  was  expressed  that 
the  fiscal  responsibility  for  the  continuation  of  an  RRS 
project  would  be  with  the  local  community  and  not  with  RSC 
as  a  permanent  project.  In  view. of  the  population,  the 
incidence  of  visual  and  physical  disability,  the  existence  of 
services  for  the  handicapped,  and  the  fundraising  potential 
of  both  Columbus  and  Cleveland,  it  was  felt  that  these  com¬ 
munities  of  all  those  in  Ohio  would  stand  the  best  chance  of 
success.  RSC  would  prefer  to  provide  adequate  funding  for 
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the  establishment  and  expansion  of  two  solid  pilot  programs 
upon  which  further  to  develop  a  state  network,  rather  than 
sanction  the  inauguration  of  several  simultaneous  ventures 
that  might  be  more  apt  to  fail. 

Even  though  it  is  questionable  that  funds  will  be  avail¬ 
able  during  the  next  fiscal  year  for  additional  RRS  programs, 
it  was  strongly  recommended  that  planning  for  more  RRS  pro¬ 
grams  be  encouraged  so  that  they  will  be  ready  to  submit 
application  in  the  event  funds  are  appropriated. 


The  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  has  sub¬ 
mitted  a  logo  representing  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of 
Ohio  that  could  be  used  on  a  state  level  on  all  correspondence 
and  publications.  (For  copy  of  logo,  see  attached  pamphlet.) 

As  a  result  of  the  cash  flow  established  by  the  City  of 
Columbus  to  the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc., 
plans  were  immediately  initiated  for  studio  construction 
and  the  purchase  of  operating  equipment  and  staffing. 
Stationery  and  the  first  informational  pamphlets  were  pre¬ 
pared  and  made  available  for  distribution.  The  target  for 
the  CORRS  to  become  operative  was  October  1,  1975. 

A  basic  difference  between  the  Columbus  and  Cleveland 
stations  is  that  Columbus  is  set  up  as  an  independent, 
voluntary,  nonprofit  corporation  with  consumer  input  pre¬ 
dominating.  Cleveland's,  however,  is  part  of  the  service 
program  of  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind.  The  target 
date  for  the  Cleveland  station  to  begin  broadcasting  is  set 
for  January  1,  1976. 

An  example  of  the  cooperation  between  the  Columbus  and 
Cleveland  radio  reading  services  is  a  joint  meeting  that 
was  held  to  discuss  ideas  for  developing  fundraising  poten¬ 
tial  such  as: 

1-  An  informational  soundsheet  (33  RPM)  would  be 
developed  to  present  the  RRS  of  Ohio  programs  to  consumers. 

The  recording  would  be  distributed  statewide,  and  not  be 
restricted  to  just  local  commentary.  It  could  be  used  to 
stimulate  interest  in  establishing  future  RRS  programs. 

The  soundsheet  could  be  distributed  convenient  sources  such 
as  the  talking  book  users'  file  and  as  an  enclosure  with 
new  talking  book  machines. 

2.  A  slide-tape  presentation  of  the  "Ohio  Story," 
explaining  the  origination,  purpose  and  goals  of  the  RRS 
of  Ohio  could  be  prepared  and  used  for  fundraising,  and  as 
an  information  piece  for  service  organizations. 

3.  An  information  folder  could  be  designed  to  include 
data  on  existing  RRS  services,  explaining  the  program  concept 
and  philosophy  for  future  development  throughout  the  state. 
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4.  A  monthly  calendar  of  station  programing  could  be 
made  available  to  consumers,  as  well  as  the  public,  to 
stimulate  state  and  local  interest.  An  annual  program 
report  of  the  State  Committee's  activities  could  be  pre¬ 
pared,  publicizing  program  development  throughout  the  state. 

YOUNGSTOWN 

Youngstown  has  emerged  as  the  third  possible  location 
for  an  RRS  Ohio  affiliate.  The  RSC  decision  to  fund 
Cleveland  and  Columbus  as  pilot  programs  rather  than  provide 
monies  to  be  used  by  the  five  communities  designated  in  the 
preliminary  draft  proposal  was  a  source  of  extreme  disap¬ 
pointment  to  all  concerned.  Perhaps,  the  most  disappointed 
was  Youngs  town . 

It  was  pointed  out  that  WYSU  (Youngstown  University) 
would  be  the  primary  channel  for  the  Youngstown  RRS  oper¬ 
ation.  The  parent  station  is  already  prepared  to  provide 
the  technical  personnel  and  broadcasting  equipment  as  well 
as  the  necessary  physical  facilities  to  house  the  Radio 
Reading  Service.  Its  only  need  is  for  financial  support 
to  purchase  500  receivers. 

It  was  suggested  by  the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading 
Service,  Inc.  that  an  amendment  be  made  to  the  RSC  grant 
to  permit  the  transfer  of  funds  designated  for  the  Columbus 
program  to  the  Youngstown  station  (in  the  amount  of  $35,000) 
for  the  purchase  of  500  receivers.  The  chairman  of  the 
fundraising  committee  was  directed  to  investigate  this 
possibility.  It  was  explained  that  a  grant  proposal  was 
currently  in  the  hands  of  the  Youngstown  public  library 
program  for  sufficient  funding  to  purchase  these  same 
receivers . 

INCORPORATION 

The  attorney  from  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Com¬ 
mission  advised  the  State  Committee  on  the  matter  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  as  follows: 

1.  Two  basic  purposes  for  voluntary  nonprofit  in¬ 
corporation  are  tax  exemption  and  release  from  personal 
liability.  Since  the  committee  has  not  entered  into  any 
contractual  arrangements,  there  is  no  reason  at  this  time 
for  the  State  Committee  to  incorporate. 

2.  Regarding  the  legality  of  state  employees  becoming 
members  of  a  separate  state  incorporated  body,  it  was  pointed 
out  that  this  could  be  interpreted  as  a  conflict  of  interest. 
It  was,  therefore,  suggested  that  an  opinion  be  sought  from 
the  state  ethics  commission.  As  previously  indicated,  this 
is  an  important  consideration  for  the  Radio  Reading  Service 
of  Ohio,  since  the  majority  of  its  members  are  already  state 
employees  of  the  Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Blind,  or  the 
Ohio  Public  Radio  Associates. 
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CORRS  PROPOSAL 


Some  major  points  covered  in  the  Central  Ohio  Radio 
Reading  Service,  Inc.  proposal  were: 

1.  The  proposal  stated  very  clearly  that  the  CORRS  is 
an  integral  part  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio. 

2.  Utilizing  the  technical  assistance  of  WOSU  (Ohio 
State  University  and  the  OPRA  Columbus  affiliate)  the 
Columbus  program  would  construct  studios,  employ  staff,  and 
begin  programming  by  October  1,  1975.  (For  a  copy  of  the 
CORRS  proposal  see  the  attached  June  17,  1975  letter  to 
Stanley  Marsden) . 

The  final  disposition  by  the  Rehabilitation  Services 
Commission  concerning  the  disbursement  of  funds  to 
Cleveland  and  Columbus  altered  basically  the  future  direction 
and  role  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio. 

Recognizing  that  there  are  several  important  responsi¬ 
bilities  that  the  Committee  could  still  assume,  efforts 
were  begun  to  reasses  its  duties  and  goals.  As  a  result  of 
these  deliberations,  the  following  five  permanent  functions 
were  proposed  for  Committee  implementation: 

1.  To  disseminate  information  throughout  the  state 
regarding  the  RRS  of  Ohio. 

2.  To  provide  technical  information  and  counsel  to 
communities  in  the  establishment  of  a  radio  reading  service 
program. 


3.  To  encourage  the  sharing  of  taped  material  such  as 
broadcasts  and  other  data  among  RRS  stations  in  Ohio;  the 
State  Committee  could  serve  as  an  effective  clearing  house 
for  this  purpose. 

4.  To  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  local  RRS 
programs . 


5.  To  encourage  the  maintenance  of  state  concepts  in 
the  operating  of  radio  reading  services;  the  rehabilitation 
aspect  required  by  RSC  in  programing  is  an  example  of  these 
concepts . 

It  was  suggested  that  these  five  permanent  functions 
could  form  the  nucleus  for  the  future  development  of  five 
additional  sub-committees. 
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The  Committee  also  decided  to  establish  two  ad  hoc 
sub-committees,  with  the  following  responsiblities : 

1.  To  review  and  revise  the  Committee  guidelines, 
with  the  possibility  that  they  could  become  the  future 
by-laws . 

2.  Review  and  examine  Committee  procedures  to  make 
the  membership  more  truly  representative  of  statewide 
interest. 

It  was  also  decided  to  not  incorporate  the  Committee 
at  this  time  since  the  roles,  as  defined  above,  could  be 
carried  out  without  the  necessity  of  incorporating. 

To  develop  funding  necessary  to  cover  the  Committee's 
operating  expenses  it  was  decided  to  have  the  Committee 
members  contribute  $10  per  person  as  Committee  Membership 
dues. 


The  Committee  could  develop  guidelines  to  measure 
the  quality  of  performance  of  an  RRS  program,  and  its 
effectiveness . 


Further  information  concerning  the  development,  and 
future  plans,  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio  and, 
its  two  pilot  programs  can  be  had  through  contact  with: 

Art  Edgerton  -  Chairman,  RRS  of  Ohio 
Administrative  Aide  to  the  President 
Toledo  University 
Toledo,  Ohio  43606 

Stanley  Doran,  Director 

Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Services,  Inc. 

229  South  High  Street 
Columbus,  Ohio  43215 

Walter  Boninger 

Greater  Cleveland  Radio  Reading  Service 
Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind 
1909  East  101st  Street 
Cleveland,  Ohio  44106 


CONCLUSIONS 

Continual  growth  of  the  program  into  the  Statewide 
Network,  originally  envisioned,  will  depend  on  the  recog¬ 
nition  of  mutual  cooperation  and  responsibilities  on  the 
part  of  all  concerned  with  its  operation. 
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In  addition  to  making  a  needed  service  available, 
perhaps  the  significance  in  achieving  this  project  is  the 
realization  that  through  an  honest  interchange  of  ideas  and 
a  willingness  to  put  aside  personal  or  group  differences 
in  favor  of  a  common  purpose  we  can  accomplish  what  would 
otherwise  be  unattainable. 

Perhaps,  what  can  be  learned  from  this  experience  is 
that  the  components  necessary  for  the  solution  to  a  common 
problem  are  usually  already  available  in  the  community  if 
only  we  would  take  the  time  to  look  for  them  and  make  the 
effort  to  utilize  them  effectively. 

The  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio,  with  its  unique 
approach  to  become  a  statewide  network,  involving  partici¬ 
pation  from  several  sectors  of  the  blindness  system,  con¬ 
sumer  interests,  public  broadcasting,  volunteers  and  funding 
sources,  could  well  serve  as  a  model  for  the  establishment 
of  similar  state  programs  across  the  nation.  The  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  is  pleased  to  have  played  a 
significant  part  in  the  initial  development  of  the  project 
and  stands  by  to  provide  additional  assistance  where  re¬ 
quested.  We  will  watch  with  keen  interest  the  future 
growth  of  the  program  and  services  that  the  Radio  Reading 
Service  of  Ohio  will  provide  to  visually  and  physically 
handicapped  residents  of  the  state. 


Attachments:  Interim  Guidelines 

RRS  Proposal  to  RSC  (Proposal  for  the 
Establishment  of  RRS  in  the  Greater 
Cleveland  &  Columbus  Area) . 

Logo 

CORRS  Proposal  (Letter  to  Stanley  Marsden) 
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EDITORIAL  NOTE 


The  attachments  referred  to  in  the  body  of  this 
summary  have  been  reproduced  for  the  readers  convenience 
and  reference.  Inquiry  regarding  the  original  documents 
should  be  made  through  the  following: 

Messrs.  Walter  Boninger  and  Stanley  Doran 
as  listed  on  page  17. 


1.  Radio  Reading  Service  Interim  Guidelines. 

2.  Proposal  for  the  Establishment  of  RRS  in 
the  Greater  Cleveland  and  Columbus  Area. 

Contact — Walter  Boninger 

1.  Central  Ohio  RRS  Public  Relations  Brochure. 

2.  CORRS  Proposal  Letter. 

Contact — Stanley  Doran 


19. 


RADIO  READING  SERVICE  OF  OHIO 


INTERIM  GUIDELINES  FOR  COMMITTEE  DELIBERATIONS 


The  Committee  for  the  Radio  Reading  Service  of  Ohio  hereinafter  to  be  referred 
to  as  the  Committee  at  large,  will  consist  of  all  members  who  have  been  invited 
to  participate  in  the  statewide  development  of  the  Radio  Reading  Service.  It  is 
the  intent  of  this  outline  to  identify  the  Committee's  functions  and  to  define 
the  process  whereby  new  members  may  be  added.  The  Committee  should  be  reore- 

°£  m®II'bers  5rom  the  following  areas:  agencies  serving  the  blind  and 
physically  handicapped,  consumers  of  service,  technical  personnel  from  the  field 
of  radio  broadcasting  and  lay  and  interested  people  from  the  general  public. 

Any  member  of  the  Committee  at  Large  may  recommend  for  membership  additional 

bC  t0  rePresent  one  of  the  four  groups  constituting  the 

m  2®*  background ,  professional  affiliation  and  reason  for  the 

proposed  membership  must  be  presented  in  writing  to  the  Executive  Committee.  Also 
the  consent  of  the  person  recommended  should  be  secured  by  the  committee  member 
submitting  name  for  membership  in  the  committee.  The  final  decision  as 
t  whether  a  suggested  member  should  be  accepted  rests  with  the  Committee  at  Large, 

^.Committee  at  Large  will  meet  at  the  request  of  the  chairman  or  when  ten  (10) 
embers  of  the  Committee  at  Large  submit  in  writing  to  the  chairman  a  reguest 
for  a  meeting. 


f?rnmitJeeuchairmen  will  serve  at  the  discretion  of  the  Committee 

...ci  °fflcers  and  committee  chairmen  are  to  be  considered 

consistent  with  those  outlined  m  Robert  Rules  of  Order. 


The  function  of  the  Committee  at  Large  is  the  implementing  of  a  plan  for  oettina 
radio  reader  service  to  the  eligible  citizens  of  Ohio  and  to  carry  out  all  func¬ 
tions  relevant  to  this  task. 


The  Executive  Committee  will  consist  of  the  chairman,  vice  chairman,  secretary, 
treasurer,  chairman  of  the  Financial  and  Legislation  Committee,  chairman  of  the 
Technology  Committee,  chairman  of  the  Consumer  Committee  and  any  other  standino 
committee  established  by  the  Committee  at  Large.  The  Executive  Committee  will 
be  called  into  session  by  the  chairman  or  by  one  half  of  its  members  requesting 
the  chairman  to  call  a  meeting. 

The  Executive  Committee  will  deal  with  all  matters  relating  to  Radio  Reader 
Services;  however,  final  decisions  are  to  be  vested  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee 
at  Large.  The  function  of  the  Executive  Committee  will  be  to  insure  appropriate 
handling  of  all  matters  relating  to  the  service  and  to  insure  appprpriate  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  the  members  of  the  Committee  at  Large  to  deal  with  them.  The  Executive 
Committee  will  have  the  authority  to  ask  a  standing  committee  to  perform  functions 
and  receive  reports  therefrom;  however,  the  final  disposition  of  committee  re¬ 
ports  rests  with  the  Committee  at  Large.  The  Executive  Committee  should  meet 
£ri°r  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  at  Large  so  that  all  relevant  matters  can 
be  dealt  with  prior  to  the  meeting  of  the  Committee  at  Large. 

Any  interested  person  may  attend  committee  meetings;  however,  they  may  not  have 
voting  privileges  or  address  the  committee  without  formal  request  in  writing  to 
the  committee  chairman  or  unless  the  Executive  Committee  wishes  to  have  them  deal 
with  some  relevant  matter  at  an  appropriate  time. 

This  document  is  to  serve  as  a  guide  so  that  the  Committee  may  work  within  a 
semi -structured  framework  so  that  business  can  be  conducted  in  an  orderly  manner. 


Submitted  by 
Joseph  L.  Sullivan 


j ls/wg 


•r  :  "■  3*r  '•  ■■  ■  <vr-  •:  ■' 

;  .  i.  :  1  .  ■  ■  V.  ■•  r  r.-.r-’y 


•  ;•*  •  :  y.f*0  rJr,v  :  '■  1  "f  ' 

f*;i2! *s  j.  •-  ■  -  V  ■  '  '  S'  ... *  ■  ~  -  ■'  v?  f,  -  I.  '  '  ■  Vi  - 

i 

;  ,  1  :ii  (■'-  ■  •  •  j<  „*  '  \  antO^)  (  ^ 

-.V.'t  -  .j  •  -  •.  -Vi  •  •  ’  '  t.u 

*  -  i>-  5  8s-.^l*5  v  :  £•*  ’  .‘tC  1  fc  * 

;V.  *  r.  :  -V  ■  <  v  3,#;  «.v  •  :-scr<..v.;  .vt  f  j 

.  -<1  -  03  0  •• 

•  .'io  .  . w  •  '  -  r."s£>cm  •• 

„•  ..  .  .riTt'C  i>  ’  O  ■'•• 

' 

;.;V.  :>v-  >rl  :■  <v  •:  ~  r:  s<?  ;•  •-  m  l 

•  f-r  -  <■*>,.  to  £»C!  ■.'/iCSii*'.'-  i£Ot-  . -X?  4/,  3 

' 

i  !  *  j  -  ♦  *  >  •  '  !'*  '  •  -  ■  -  ^  •  .  SOT' 


if  -  '  I.'-'’  ** 


'  - 

/  ^ 


"  .  '  5.:V.£ ...  • 

.  ■ 


■  ’  ::  ‘  :  -t  ?  •  ! 

:r<  iar. '.rn.n  i.  ..urns  ill- 

-  ■  ■  r  '  ’  •  5  f  ..  ■  -'l 


Of  ^  fiV'ift:;  . *  i  ■ 


:  .  s:  ■  .ck  ' 


ioo  .  ,  •  •  •• 

o  .r  j. 


•  1  .■  ‘  '■  .  ' 


-  f5:'  .  ■  -  ,  ■  V'  a«C  ' 

/*  ■  '  •■•  : i'r  -3$ htt  •  r-.ivsv-.:  :  f  '.'O  f  -.r.  * 

*i  -c  >  '.s  •  'i  •  t. •  ,:k '  ■  o 


!.  '  •  :  ‘  O’ 


•;  ■  ""•  .  v  •’  •  -’c? 


• » •■••'•  :  •  or  ■ 


®1K 

:  m,''  T  v 

:  •  )  ;  1 


U  V  "  ■  '•  5  •  '  ......  . 

•y  ■  .  ■  ■ 

••  •  j  "  »'r  ^  •  1  ••'.>'■.  ••■  '  ’  ■'  >’ 

■  •'  .  .  .•.*;*  ,  •  '  ! 

'  f .  ■  •  ■*  •  •>  .’i-, '  ■  ' 

.•.«  c»  -  i#  •  -i,  f,.  m  ■ 


'  ■:  .  I  •  i  - 


PROPOSED  TECHNICAL  AND  OPERATING  BUDGET 

FOR 

PILOT  PROJECT  OF  STATEWIDE  RADIO  READING  SERVICES 


ITEM 


ALLOCATION 


Ohio  Educational  Broadcasting 


TOTAL 


Personnel : 

Project  Director 

Administrative  Assistant/Secretary 
Engineering  Consultant 
Fringe  Benefits 

Operating:  (Office  Space  donated) 
Communications  &  Publications 

Postage,  Telephones,  Duplication 
Travel  (in  &  out  of  state) 

Office  Supplies 

Office  Equipment  (one  time  only) 
Furniture,  Office  machines 


Individual  Stations 


$  17,000 
9,000 
10,000 
5,400 

$41,400 


3.500 

2.500 

1,000 

5,000 

12,000 


53,400 


Personnel : 

Coordinator  of  Project 

9,000  - 

12,000 

Secretary 

6,000  - 

7,000 

Engineer 

8,000  - 

11,000 

Fringe  Benefits 

4,000 

Operating:  (space  donated) 

Communications  &  Publications  2,000 
Travel  1,200 
Office  Supplies  600 
Office  Equipment  3,000 


1)  Transmission  Equipment  (in  kind) : 

SCA  Generator  w/Freq.  &  Mod.  Monitor  3,500 

Processing  (Audimax/Volumax)  1,300 

Off-air  Monitor  150 

2)  Studio  &  Line  Costs: 

Control  Board  3,000 

Monitor  System  '  600 

Microphones  250 

Recorders  2,500 

SCA  Monitor  150 

Accessories  1  ooo 

Turntable  '500 

Cartridge  Machine  500 

Cassette  Recorders  (2)  250 

Line  Cost  ? 

3)  Production  &  Manitenance  Supplies: 

Basic  Test  Equipment  Use  (in  kind) 

Replacement  Parts  1,000 

Tape  1,000 

Miscellaneous  Supplies  250 


34,200 


6,800 


15.950 

56.950  x  4 

227,800 

$m',200 


April  2,  1975 


TOTAL 


PROPOSAL  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT 
OF  RADIO  READING  SERVICES 
IN  THE  GREATER  CLEVELAND  &  COLUMBUS  AREA 
FOR  BLIND  AND  PHYSICALLY  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 


I.  INTRODUCTION 

Radio  Reading  Service  is  an  effort  through  the  use  of  special  receivers  and 
special  side  bands  of  existing  FM  stations  to  transmit  exclusivelv  to  persons  who 
cannot  read  conventional  print  material  because  of  a  visual  or  phvsical  handicap. 
Such  a  service  provides  not  only  access  to  current  reading  material  (newspapers, 
periodicals  and  books)  while  they  are  current,  but  affords  this  group  of  persons 
an  opportunity  to  learn,  remain  current  on  and  share  with  each  other  all  aspects 
of  their  handicap  as  a  significant  aid  to  becoming  and  remaining  rehabilitated 
and  integrated  into  the  community.  The  proposal  being  submitted  here  seeks  to 
establish  such  a  service  for  two  of  the  major  population  centers  of  the  state  of 
Ohio,  Cleveland  and  Columbus,  to  be  coordinated  under  the  guidance  of  the  State 
Committee  for  Radio  Reading  Services  of  Ohio.  It  is  expected  that  this  service 
will  stimulate  the  development  of  similar  programs  in  other  Ohio  communities. 

II.  GENERAL  BACKGROUND 

Radio  Reading  Services  (still  referred  to  in  many  communities  as  Radio  Talking 
Book)  had  its  beginning  in  1969  with  a  program  under  the  auspice  of  the  Minnesota 
State  Services  for  the  Blind.  Since  then  twenty  similar  programs  in  Fifteen 
states  and  the  District  of  Columbia  have  gone  on  the  air.  In  March  of  1Q75,  the 
American  Foundation  for  the  Blind  sponsored  the  first  national  conference  on 
Radio  Reading  Services  which  was  attended  by  two  hundred  persons  from  39  states 
and  the  District  of  Columbia,  all  of  whom  were  interested  in  starting  new  or 
improving  existing  services.  Since  most  communities  use  public  radio  stations, 
the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting  at  the  national  level  has  assigned  a  full 
time  consultant  and  has  published  a  comprehensix^e  handbook  descriptive  oF  exist¬ 
ing  programs  in  communities  seeking  to  establish  such  a  service. 

The  handbook  and  the  conference  both  highlight  the  considerable  variations  which 
exist  between  communities  in  regard  to  size,  cost,  sponsorship,  hours  on  the  air, 
and  program  content.  Most  programs  devote  considerable  time  to  the  reading  of 
the  daily  papers,  including  advertisements  and  stressing  those  aspects  of  the 
paper  which  are  not  readily  available  through  radio  and  television.  The  balance 
of  the  time  is  frequently  filled  with  reading  from  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals 
and  the  latest  books.  Only  a  few  stations  have  begun  to  experiment  with  talk 
shows  and  none  have  fully  and  creatively  explored,  as  the  Ohio  program  plans  to, 
the  full  information  and  rehabilitative  needs  of  blind  and  physically  handicapped 
persons  which  can  be  met  through  such  a  radio  service. 

III.  THE  OHIO  STORY 

Apart  from  Youngstown's  brief  effort  to  launch  a  program  on  its  own,  the  Ohio 
story  had  its  official  beginning  with  an  Information  Meeting  called  together  bv 
Doris  Rarcomb,  State  Director  of  the  Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Blind  in  Columbus 
on  December  19,  1974.  The  meeting  was  attended  by  25  persons  —  representatives 
of  public  and  private  agencies,  radio  stations  and  consumers  coming  from  all  the 
major  cities  of  Ohio.  The  main  speakers  were  William  Gallagher  of  the  American 
Foundation  for  the  Blind  and  Sam  Holt  of  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting, 
who  brought  the  group  up-to-date  on  the  current  status  of  Radio  Reading  Services. 

Out  of  this  meeting  came  the  strong  conviction  that  in  setting  up  this  program, 
Ohio  could  be  served  best  by  strong  coordinated  statewide  effort  rather  than  the 
competitive  and  duplicative  efforts  in  each  local  community.  An  Ad  Hoc  Com¬ 
mittee  was  established  and  charged  with  responsibility  for  settina  up  a 


permanent  committee  made  up  of  appropriate  professional,  lay  and  consumer  rep¬ 
resentatives  which  will  have  the  capability  of  moving  this  project  forward  in 
the  state  of  Ohio. 

The  Ad  Hoc  Committee  met  in  Mansfield  on  January  17th,  and  the  full  statewide 
committee  met  also  in  Mansfield  on  February  24th  and  again  April  7th.  (see 
attached  minutes  of  these  meetings  and  list  of  committee  members) .  The  February 
24th  meeting  was  largely  organizational  and  saw  the  election  of  officers  and 
appointment  of  Committee  Chairmen  as  follows: 


Art  Edgerton 

Administrative  Aide  to  the  President 
Toledo  University 
Toledo,  Ohio 

Kent  W.  Creswell,  General  Manager 
WOSU  AM-FM 

Ohio  State  University 
Columbus ,  Ohio 

Walter  Boninger 
Associate  Executive  Director 
Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

Ted  Jacobson 
WOUB  Radio 
Ohio  University 
Athens,  Ohio 

Stanley  Doran 

National  Federation  of  the  Blind 
of  Ohio  &  Columbus  Vision  Center 
Columbus,  Ohio 

Dave  L.  Fornshell,  Executive  Director 
Ohio  Educational  Television  Network 
Commission 
Columbus ,  Ohio 

Joseph  Sullivan,  Supervisor 
Northeast  Ohio 

Bureau  of  Services  for  the  Blind 
Cleveland,  Ohio 


CHAIRMAN 


VICE  CHAIRMAN 


SECRETARY 


TREASURER 


CHAIRMAN,  CONSUMER  INTEREST  COMMITTEE 


CHAIRMAN,  TECHNICAL  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE 


CHAIRMAN,  FUNDING  COMMITTEE 


Thirteen  persons  including  nine  members  of  the  committee  made  up  the  Ohio  dele¬ 
gations  to  Oklahoma  City  Confeirence,  the  largest  state  delegation  outside  of 
Oklahoma.  What  was  learned  at  Oklahoma  accelerated  enthusiasm  and  firmed  up  the 
conviction  that  a  statewide  approach  was  indeed  the  best  one.  In  order  to  get 
started,  the  State  Committee  recommended  the  selection  of  the  two  largest  popu¬ 
lation  centers  in  the  State,  Cleveland  and  Columbus.  It  is  a  result  of  the 
Committee's  deliberation  and  at  the  Committee's  direction  that  this  proposal  is 
being  submitted  to  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission. 
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IV.  OBJECTIVE  OF  RADIO  READING  SERVICE 
A.  BROADCAST  CONTENT: 

While  the  details  of  broadcast  content  would  be  left  to  each  of  the 
two  communities  in  line  with  its  needs  and  consumer  interest  all  pro¬ 
grams  would  have  the  following  content  in  the  course  of  an  8-12 
hour  broadcast  day. 

1.  Reading  from  daily  and  weekly  local  newspapers,  stressing  the  depth 
and  detail  not  available  on  regular  radio  and  TV  converge,  and  in¬ 
cluding  newspaper  advertisements  for  food,  clothing,  furniture,  etc. 

2.  Readings  taken  from  weekly  and  monthly  periodicals  and  nationally 
prominent  newspapers,  stressing  those  that  are  not  readily  available 
on  Talking  Book. 

•  Creative  information  programing  taking  the  form  of  taped  broadcasts 
dealing  with  significant  information  often  not  readily  available  for 
the  blind  and  physically  handicapped,  such  as  changes  in  fashion,  art, 
architecture,  exhibits,  layouts  of  prominent  public  buildings — all 
that  will  help  a  blind  and  physically  handicapped  person  develop 
realistic  concepts  of  the  world  in  which  they  live. 

4.  Discussion  of  current  books  which  will  seek  to  stimulate  interest  in 
reading,  with  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped  person  encouraged 
to  make  use  of  what  is  available  on  Talking  Book  or  reguesting  books 
through  personal  taping  services.  Only  with  rare  exceptions,  would 
books  be  read  in  their  entirety. 

5.  Interviews  with  blind  and  physically  handicapped  persons  who  by 
virtue  of  their  accomplishments  in  work,  hobby,  recreational  pursuits, 
overcoming  obstacles  in  rehabilitation,  etc. , have  something  signifi¬ 
cant  to  share  with  others  having  the  similar  handicap. 

6.  Discussion  and  up-dates  on  all  aspects  of  living  as  a  blind,  visually 
handicapped,  or  physically  handicapped  person.  Special  programs  will 
be  devoted  to  cerebral  palsey,  multiple  sclerosis,  stroke  victims  and 
individuals  with  other  physical  limitations  which  prevent  use  of 
printed  material.  Program  content  would  include  tips  on  mobility, 
communications,  self-care  involved  in  daily  living,  attitudes,  etc. 
Such  programs  would  be  prepared  by  trained  professional  staff. 

7.  Talk  shows  affording  an  open  interchange  between  listeners  and  radio 
personalities,  with  the  topics  for  the  talk  shows  being  suggested 
Particularly  by  the  content  of  the  interviews  and  rehabilitation 
teaching  sessions  suggested  above.  There  will  be  a  concentrated 
effort  to  draw  into  these  discussions  all  the  disability  groups  to  be 
served  by  this  project. 

As  an  example,  professional  staff  may  prepare  a  half  hour  tape  dealing 
with  the  various  techniques  of  labeling  used  by  blind  persons.  A  half  hour 
talk  show  might  follow  during  which  listeners  can  call  in  with  problems 
not  covered  in  the  prepared  tape  or  with  labeling  suggestions  not 
mentioned.  Partially  seeing  persons  often  have  problems  in  interpreting 
their  handicap  to  the  sighted  public.  Again  a  formal  presentation  on  this 
problem  might  be  prepared  by  the  professional  staff,  to  be  followed  by  an 
open  discussion.  Blind  and  physically  handicapped  persons  who  live  alone 
have  many  problems  in  managing  their  daily  lives  and  knowing  when  and  how 
to  ask  for  help.  The  talk  show  format  under  professional  guidance  can  aid 
in  finding  many  solutions. 
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Since  radio  is  a  flexible  medium  that  allows  easily  for  many  variations, 
it  will  be  possible  to  program  not  only  for  the  needs  of  the  so-called 
average  person  but  also  for  the  specialized  and  unusual  individual  with 
multiple  handicaps  and  more  unique  problems.  This  is  one  of  the  signifi¬ 
cant  inovative  aspects  of  this  proposal,  which  promises  to  give  a  sig¬ 
nificant  thrust  to  rehabilitation  services  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

B.  OBJECTIVES  OF  BROADCASTS 

Broadcast  content  as  outlined  above  woudl  afford  help  to  blind  and 
physically  handicapped  persons  in  dealing  with  many  significant 
problems.  It  will: 

1.  Enable  listeners  to  know  the  content  of  current  printed  material  and 
thus  be  able  to  become  more  effectively  integrated  into  the  main¬ 
stream  of  social  interaction  with  non-handicapped  persons.  Lack  of 
this  information  labels  handicapped  persons  as  different  and  leads  to 
their  being  shut  off  from  normal  social  intercourse  thus  perpetu¬ 
ating  negative  stereotypes  concerning  disabled  persons. 

2.  Help  overcome  the  social  isolation  from  other  blind  and  phvsicallv 
handicapped  persons.  Learning  from  others  who  have  sililar  problems 
and  needs,  is  helpful  in  rehabilitation,  in  retaining  skills  and  in 
maintaining  high  morale  in  day  to  day  living  with  a  handicap. 

3.  Reduce  the  length  of  time  between  referral  for  services  and  com¬ 
pletion  of  a  formal  rehabilitation  program.  During  the  early  waiting 
period  while  the  rehabilitation  referral  is  being  processed,  the  indi¬ 
vidual  and  his  family  can  already  be  exposed  to  rehabilitation  lessons 
and  the  knowledge  of  others  who  have  undergone  similar  experiences. 
Once  the  formal  program  of  rehabilitation  begins  the  individual  and 
the  family  will  have  already  acquired  some  skills  and  attitudes  which 
should  heighten  the  probability  of  success  and  shorten  the  period  of 
time  required  for  the  completion  of  rehabilitation. 

4.  Make  available  a  ready  access  to  information  about  a  variety  of 
career  choices  available  to  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped  as 
well  as  information  about  hobbies,  recreational  and  other  leisure 
time  pursuits,  something  critically  needed  by  this  group  of  severelv 
disabled  citizens. 

5.  Provide  effective  followup  to  maintain  skills  and  attitudes  acquired 
during  rehabilitation.  So  often,  following  a  period  of  rehabili¬ 
tation,  the  individual  returns  to  the  isolation  of  home  and  family, 
and  has  no  opportunity  for  further  contact  with  staff  or  handicapped 
persons  which  could  be  helpful  in  retaining  the  skills  and  attitudes 
acquired. 

6.  Augment  and  complement  the  resources  of  the  rehabilitation  staff, 
particularly  in  those  areas  where  long  distances  and  staff  shortages 
make  frequent  home  visits  by  the  rehabilitation  staff  impractical  or 
unlikely . 

7.  Establish  a  means  to  maintain  high  interest  in  work  until  a  job  is 

secured.  Hearing  from  others  who  are  working,  learning  how  they  went 

about  finding  jobs,  hearing  about  possible  job  openings  are  all  help¬ 
ful  to  the  handicapped  individual  who  is  actively  seeking  work. 

8.  Lead  to  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  referrals  which  are  lost  in  that 

time  span  between  the  point  of  referral  and  the  completion  of  a  rehab¬ 

ilitation  plan.  Most  significant  in  this  is  access  to  information 
about  blindness  and  other  physically  handicapping  conditions  not  only 
by  the  individual  but  also  by  members  of  his  or  her  family.  Through 
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the  talk  shows,  the  interviews,  and  the  rehabilitation  teaching 
lessons,  the  infividual  and  his  family  will  be  helped  to  develop  an 
understanding  of  the  handicap  and  a  growing  awareness  of  the  indi¬ 
vidual's  capacity  to  live  with  it. 

9.  Aid  the  handicapped  person  economically  by  making  them  aware  through 
reading  of  advertisements  of  sales  that  are  going  on  in  the  com¬ 
munity,  and  of  seasonal  buying  opportunities. 

10.  Disseminate  current  information  about  services  and  aids  and  appli¬ 
ances  available  to  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped.  This  will 
help  in  the  retention  skills,  keeping  enthusiasm  fcr  iobs,  and  thus 
reduce  the  likelihood  of  re-registration. 

11.  Decrease  the  likelihood  of  premature  institutionalization  for  the 
aging  person  by  affording  those  who  are  blind  and  physically  handi¬ 
capped  an  opportunity  for  social  contact,  access  to  hobbies  and 
leisure  time  pursuits  which  would  otherwise  not  be  available  to  them. 

It  can  be  seen  from  this  long  list,  that  the  Radio  Reading  Service  as 
proposed  for  the  state  of  Ohio  is  far  more  than  a  means  to  read  the  daily 
paper  or  the  weekly  magazines.  In  addition  to  meeting  a  variety  of  im¬ 
portant  current  information  needs  which  will  help  the  blind  and  physi¬ 
cally  handicapped  person  become  and  remain  integrated  into  the  mainstream 
of  community  life,  this  service  also  provides  significant  rehabilitation 
services  which  will  assist  the  new  referral  as  well  as  those  who  have 
completed  the  formal  rehabilitation  process. 

V.  PLAN  FOR  IMPLEMENTATION 

A.  ROLE  OF  STATE  COMMITTEE 

The  State  Committee  is  seen  as  the  essential  vehicle  through  which 
the  plan  for  Radio  Reading  Services  can  be  implemented.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  State  Committee  incorporate  at  the  earliest  possible 
moment,  so  that  it  can  legitimately  receive  tax  deductible  funds  and 
can  in  subsequent  years  be  leigible  to  receive  grants  directlv  from 
the  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission  and  other  appropriate  govern¬ 
mental  and  private  sources.  The  State  Committee  is  seen  as  having  a 
number  of  significant  functions.  It  will: 

1.  Recommend  guidelines  for  program  content  and  standards  in  line  with 
the  project  objectives. 

2.  Create  a  system  for  coordinating  interchange  of  experiences  and 
material  between  the  two  communities. 

3.  Assist  in  establishing  guidelines  for  the  evaluation  of  the  project 

in  the  two  participating  communities.  This  should  take  into  consider¬ 
ation  program  content,  consumer  response,  stability  of  the  local 
organization  and  per  capita  costs. 

4.  Conduct  periodic  conferences  to  maintain  effective  communications 
between  all  segments  of  the  program,  including  broadcast  stations, 
agencies  and  consumer  groups  for  the  blind  and  physically  handicapped 
and  other  interested  governmental  and  private  organizations. 

5.  Share  experiences  and  provide  guidance  to  other  communities  wishing 
to  initiate  a  similar  service. 
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VI. 


PLAN  FOR  IMPLEMENTATION  BY  PARTICIPATING  COMMUNITIES 

The  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  will  serve  as  the  contracting  agency 

tor  the  Columbus  and  Cleveland  programs  as  outlined  below. 

A*  ghe  Columbus  Program— The  program  for  the  Columbus  area  is  being 

developed  under  the  guidance  of  the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Serv¬ 
ice  Inc.  Please  see  the  attached  material  submitted  by  Mr.  Stanley 
Doran  acting  as  agent  for  the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service, Inc. 

note  that  Columbus  is  asking  only  for  2,000  receivers  from  the 
Rehabilitation  Services  Commission,  in  anticipation  that  revenue 
sharing  funds  from  the  city  of  Columbus  will  be  available  for  all 
other  necessary  expenses.  Since  the  organization  in  Columbus  is  new 
and  thus  not  eligible  to  receive  funds  directly  from  the  Rehabili¬ 
tation  Services  Commission,  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  has 
agreed  to  submit  this  proposal  on  behalf  of  both  the  Columbus  and 
Cleveland  programs.  It  is  clearly  understood  that  the  Columbus  grouo 
will  need  to  raise  its  own  10%  share  of  matching  funds  and  to  reim¬ 
burse  these  to  the  Cleveland  Society  prior  to  any  monies  being  re¬ 
leased. 

B*  jCle-Velan<?  Pr°9rai?  Cleveland's  interest  in  establishing  a  Radio 

Reading  Service  had  its  beginnings  early  in  1974  with  contacts  from 
the  Cleveland  Board  of  Education  and  Ursuline  College.  The  Cleveland 
Board  of  Education  had  plans  to  expand  its  public  radio  station  and 
would  be  able  to  accommodate  a  reading  service  for  the  blind  and 
physically  handicapped  on  its  SCA.  Ursuline  College,  particularly  in 
the  person  of  Father  Robert  J.  Ward,  tele-communications  instructor 
and  college  chaplain,  had  a  fully  equipped  radio  studio  and  a  group 
of  communications  students  to  offer  to  the  program. 

1*  grsuline  Pilot  Program— In  the  spring  of  1975  Ursuline  College  stu¬ 
dents  under  the  direction  of  Father  Ward  conducted  a  3-months  pilot 
program.  Simulating  actual  broadcast  conditions,  students  taped  news- 
paper  readings,  talk  shows,  home  teaching,  etc.  These  tapes  were 
duplicated  and  mailed  to  three  groups  of  20  consumers  for  a  period  of 
one  month  for  each  group.  This  project  provided  considerable  feedback 
from  consumers  as  to  the  kind  of  programming  they  found  most  helpful 
and  firmed  up  local  convictions  as  to  the  worthwhileness  of  a  Radio 
Reading  Service. 

2*  The  Cleveland  Board  of  Education  —  WBOE— — It  became  apparent  very 

quickly that  the  Cleveland  Board  of  Education  had  considerable  tech¬ 
nical  and  legal  problems  to  overcome  in  establishing  their  expanded 
FM  station.  A  year  and  a  half  after  the  initial  contact,  very  little 
progress  has  been  made  by  the  Board  toward  the  establishment  of  ex¬ 
panded  programing.  More  delays  are  anticipated  and  there  is  no  as¬ 
surance  that  once  on  the  air  the  station  will  be  broadcasting  during 
other  than  school  hours.  In  anticipation  of  these  delays,  the 
Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  has  been  investigating  the  feasibility 
of  using  side  band  of  a  commercial  radio  station.  After  considering 
several  alternatives,  it  appears  as  if  WLYT  of  Cleveland  Heights  offers 
the  best  opportunity. 

3*  WLYT  WLYT  is  a  25,000  watt  FM  station  broadcasting  to  a  general 

radius  of  50  miles  from  its  transmitter  located  above  its  studios  in 
Cleveland  Heights.  The  station  is  on  the  air  24  hours  a  day,  has  had 
its  side  band  in  use  and  therefore  has  all  the  necessary  transmitting 
equipment.  All  that  would  be  required  is  a  line  to  the  Ursuline 
College  studios.  WLYT  has  offered  the  use  of  its  side  band  at  a  rate 
of  approximately  $600.00  a  month.  If  broadcasting  10  hours  a  day  for 
7  days  a  week,  this  would  average  out  to  no  more  than  $2.00  per  hour. 
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4*  ursuliiie  C°llege — Ursuline  College  is  making  available  for  a  rental 
of  $500.00  a  month  its  fully  equipped  studio  and  a  large  adjacent 
room  which  can  be  used  for  a  second  studio  and  office  space  to  house 
project  staff. 


Ursuline  College  also  privides  a  potential  source  of  volunteers  for 
readers.  Equally  important  it  provides  a  source  of  paid  help  to 
serve  as  audio  engineers.  These  would  be  work-study  students  re¬ 
ceiving  $2.50  an  hour  under  Federal  Grant,  of  which  50C  will  be  as¬ 
sumed  by  the  project.  With  70  hours  of  broadcasting  52  weeks  a  year, 
this  amounts  to  only  $1820  for  a  1-1/2  time  job  which  would  have  cost 
$17,000  to  $18,000  if  filled  with  trained  professionals. 

5-  The  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind— The  Cleveland  Society  for  the 
Blind  will provide  the  overall  administrative  supervision  of  the 
Cleveland  Program  and  will  assure  its  compliance  with  all  require¬ 
ments  . 

a*  Advisory  Committee--As  a  first  step,  a  strong  local  advisory  com- 
mittee  will  be  formed  with  its  chairman  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind.  The  Advisory  Com¬ 
mittee  will  include  strong  representation  from  consumers  groups  of 
the  blind  and  physically  handicapped  as  well  as  broadcasters ,  vol¬ 
unteers  and  interested  lay  persons. 

b*  Matching  Funds  The  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  will  provide 
the  10% or  required  matching  funds  and  will  guide  the  development  of 
funding  to  assure  the  continuity  of  the  project  in  the  Cleveland  area. 
As  has  been  explained  earlier,  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind,  as 
the  main  contracting  agency  with  the  Rehabilitation  Services  Com¬ 
mission,  will  also  certify  the  matching  funds  ($16,000)  for  the 
Columbus  area  project. 

c.  Consumer  Involvement — The  Society  will  take  responsibility  for 
assuring  that  there  will  be  adequate  consumer  involvement  in  all  areas 
of  the  project  and  that  a  sound  plan  for  promoting  and  publicizing 
the  service  will  be  developed. 

d-  Storage  &  Service — The  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  will  also 
provide  storage  and  service  space  for  the  receivers  and  will  set 
aside  one  room  from  which  broadcasts  can  originate. 

e.  Cooperation  with  Columbus — The  Society  will  also  take  all  neces¬ 
sary  steps  to  assure  that  there  will  be  close  cooperation  with  the 
Columbus  program  in  the  overall  development  of  the  service. 

6.  Time  on  The  Air  The  budget  as  attached  assumes  the  station  operation 
for  a  maximum  of  10  hours  a  day,  7  days  a  week.  It  would  be  part  of 
the  planning  to  determine  how  many  hours  are  appropriate,  which  hours 
of  each  day  would  be  most  convenient,  and  to  what  extent  weekend  pro¬ 
graming  is  desirable. 

7.  Staffing — The  following  are  the  main  staff  positions  included: 

a.  Coordinator  of  Technical  and  Broadcasting  Services:  two-thirds 
time,  Father  Robert  J.  Ward. 

b.  Coordinator  of  Volunteers  and  Promotion:  Responsible  for  all 
recruiting,  training  and  supervision  of  volunteers  and  all  consumer 
contact  including  distribution  and  maintenance  of  receivers. 
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c.  Program  Development  Specialist:  should  be  a  consumer  trained  in 
some  aspect  of  rehabilitation  and  broadcasting  to  focus  especially 
on  the  rehabilitation  component  of  the  program,  setting  up  rehabili¬ 
tation  teaching  sequences,  finding  individuals  to  be  interviewed, 
maintaining  the  high  quality  and  relevancy  of  talk  show  content,  iden¬ 
tifying  the  total  unmet  information  needs  of  blind  and  physically 
handicapped  persons  and  determining  the  most  effective  way  in  which 
radio  reading  service  can  meet  these  needs. 

d.  Secretary:  Full  time  to  handle  all  correspondence,  registrations 
and  record  keeping. 

e.  Maintenance  Engineer:  The  budget  calls  for  5  hours  a  week  of  the 
services  of  an  engineer  to  assist  with  the  maintenance  of  all 
Ursuline  College  broadcast  equipment. 

f.  Audio  Engineer:  The  budget  calls  for  the  employment  of  up  to  70 
hours  a  week  of  work-study  students  to  serve  as  audio  engineers. 

8.  Receivers — The  Cleveland  Program  is  requesting  an  allocation  of  2500 
receivers,  over  a  thousand  less  than  the  number  of  Talking  Books 
currently  in  circulation  in  the  service  area.  It  is  anticipated  with 
effective  promotion  through  the  general  media  that  the  service  will 
be  of  interest  not  only  to  those  currently  enrolled,  but  to  others 
who  are  legally  eligible  and  as  yet  are  not  receiving  any  services. 

The  Telephone  Pioneers  have  agreed  to  assist  in  the  servicing  of  the 
receivers  in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  now  involved  with  the 
Talking  Book  Program. 

VII.  OTHER  IMPORTANT  CONSIDERATIONS  IN  PROJECT  DEVELOPMENT 

A.  WHAT  ASSURANCE  IS  THERE  OF  CONSUMER  SUPPORT  FOR  THIS  PROJECT 

In  a  survey  conducted  by  the  Corporation  of  Public  Broadcasting  in 
several  communities  which  currently  do  not  have  such  programs,  88%  of 
those  handicapped  individuals  interviewed  indicated  they  would  be 
interested  in  listening  if  such  a  service  was  started  in  the  area. 

72%  indicated  they  would  be  interested,  or  very  interested  in  pro¬ 
grams  carrying  special  news  for  the  handicapped  listener.  68%  indi¬ 
cated  they  would  be  interested,  or  very  interested  in  hearing  the 
reading  of  daily  newspapers.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe  that  a 
survey  of  Ohio's  blind  and  physically  handicapped  population  would 
show  substantially  different  results.  With  appropriate  promotion  and 
publicity,  using  all  available  channels  of  public  and  private  agencies 
public  media,  etc.  and  with  high  level  programing  it  is  not  unrealis¬ 
tic  to  expect  that  most  of  the  consumers  who  now  have  talking  books 
would  have  and  use  the  special  radio  receivers.  Moreover,  with 
effective  information  and  rehabilitation  programing  public  and  pri¬ 
vate  agency  staff  will  be  encouraging  the  use  of  the  receivers  from 
the  earliest  moment  of  referral.  It  will  be  part  of  the  evaluation 
process  and  part  of  the  procedures  to  be  set  up  by  Columbus  and 
Cleveland  to  make  sure  that  those  persons  having  receivers  continue 
to  use  them,  and  to  pick  up  those  that  have  fallen  into  disuse. 

B.  WHAT  ARE  LONG  TERM  FUNDING  POSSIBILITIES 

Concerted  efforts  will  have  to  be  made  by  each  local  community  and, to 
the  extend  feasible  the  State  Committee  to  develop  permanent  re¬ 
sources  for  funding  Radio  Reading  Services.  A  number  of  significant 
sources  for  funds  come  to  mind: 
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1. 


Contributions  from  Service  Organizations,  particularly  Lions  Clubs, 
Lions  Clubs  could  be  asked  to  help  underwrite  this  project  as  part  of 
its  statewide  committments. 

2.  Private  Foundations  and  private  contributions  in  general  are  an  obvi¬ 
ous  source  towards  which  both  local  communities  and  the  State  Com¬ 
mittee  can  turn  for  future  funding. 

3.  Consumer  participation  in  funding  is  also  a  very  definite  possibility 
which  has  the  support  of  consumer  groups,  and  may  be  considered  even 
during  the  first  year.  A  small  annual  subscription  fee  which  could 
be  supplemented  by  contributions  from  consumers ,  could  be  a  source  of 
funds,  always  with  the  understanding  that  those  who  cannot  affort 
even  a  minimal  fee  would  be  subsidized. 

4.  While  it  is  not  permitted  under  FCC  regulations  to  sell  advertising, 
underwriting  of  special  programs  is  a  distinct  possible  source  of 
funding.  Local  companies  which  derive  a  significant  share  of  bus¬ 
iness  from  blind  and  physically  handicapped  persons  may  very  well  be 
willing  to  contribute  in  return  for  the  one  line  mention  of  the 
company's  name  allowed. 

5.  Revenue  sharing  has  so  far  planned  to  make  funds  available  in  one 
community  suggesting  that  a  similar  route  may  be  possible  elsewhere. 

6.  In  some  states,  state  legislatures  have  appropriated  funds  for  this 
project.  A  successful  demonstration  may  make  the  legislature  more 
kindly  disposed  towards  this  suggestion. 

The  project  has  great  appeal  to  consumers,  is  a  natural  for  extensive 
and  continuous  volunteer  participation  in  all  its  aspects  and  as  such 
lends  itself  to  full  community  participation  in  efforts  to  secure  funding 
and  in  kind  contributions. 


VIII.  CONCLUSION 

Enthusiasm  for  Radio  Reading  Services  is  in  evidence  in  most  areas  of  the 
country.  The  unexpectedly  large  turnout  at  the  Oklahoma  City  Confer¬ 
ence,  the  support  of  the  American  Foundation  for  the  Blind,  the  long 
range  committment  of  the  Corporation  for  Public  Broadcasting,  the  more 
cautious  and  questioning  interest  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  all  indi¬ 
cate  that  Radio  Reading  Services  are  here  to  stay  and  promise  to  be  a 
significant  component  of  services  to  the  blind  and  physically  handi¬ 
capped.  With  the  approval  and  implementation  of  this  proposal,  the  state 
of  Ohio  has  an  opportunity  to  make  a  beginning  in  bringing  an  outstanding 
service  to  its  blind  and  physically  handicapped  population.  Ohio  can  set 
an  example  in  creative  and  innovative  programina  that  will  deal  with  many 
significant  unmet  needs  in  the  lives  of  blind  and  physically  handicapped 
persons  from  the  point  of  onset  through  the  formal  rehabilitation  process 
and  continuing  through  the  day  to  day  lives  of  the  individual. 
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176  Brehl  Avenue 
Columbus ,  Ohio 


43223 


June  17,  1975 


Mr.  Stanley  D.  Marsden,  Supervisor 

Facility  &  Program  Development 

Division  of  Research,  Planning  &  Development 

Ohio  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission 

4656  Heaton  Road 

Columbus,  Ohio  43229 

Dear  Mr.  Marsden: 

The  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  is  part  of  the  Ohio  Reading 
Service,  and  with  the  help  of  WOSU-FM  and  the  City  of  Columbus  we  expect  to 
construct  studios,  employ  staff  and  begin  programming  for  the  severely  handi¬ 
capped  no  later  than  October  1,  1975. 

Statistics  from  the  Governor's  Council  on  Vocational  Rehabilitation,  1969, 
updated  to  1975  by  the  Operations  Analysis  Section  of  the  Rehabilitation  Serv¬ 
ices  Commission,  show  47,308  blind  and  physically  handicapped  persons  in  the 
9^®3.ber  Columbus  area.  We  believe  our  immediate  need  is  for  four  thousand  re¬ 
ceivers.  We  believe  we  will  receive  funding  for  construction  of  studio  space, 
personnel,  electronic  and  control  room  equipment  through  City  of  Columbus 
Revenue  Sharing  Funds. 

Enclosed  is  a  sample  of  our  proposed  program  planning.  Emphasis  has  been 
placed  upon  rehabilitative  aspects  as  well  as  immediate  news.  I  wish  to  point 
out  the  "Homemaker's  Program"  with  shopping  adds,  interviews  with  instructors 
from  the  Ohio  School  for  the  Blind,  the  Columbus  Vision  Center,  and  with  home¬ 
makers  of  this  area  and  guests  of  particular  interest  to  women  who  may  share 
information.  Phone— in  response  is  sought  for  this  and  other  listener  partici¬ 
pation  programs.  "Hobby  Hour"  will  provide  adds,  interviews  and  information  on 
a  variety  of  arts  and  crafts.  The  "Celebrity  Interview  Hour"  will  offer  an 
ideal  opportunity  for  listeners  to  exchange  ideas  with  legislatures,  rehabili¬ 
tation  teachers,  counselors  and  other  Rehabilitation  Services  Commission  per¬ 
sonnel.  The  "Children's  Hour"  will  provide  braille  lessons  and  other  edu¬ 
cational  programing. 

Our  Board  of  Trustees  will  consist  of  nine  persons,  at  present  six  have 
been  elected: 


President: 

Vice 


Milton  Klein,  Family  and  Marriage  Counselor 


President: 
Secretary : 
Treasurer : 


Linwood  Walker,  Ohio  Blind  Veterans  President 
Kent  Creswell ,  WOSU  General  Manager 
Don  Nameche ,  Nationwide  Insurance  Efficiency  Expert 
Elizabeth  Willson,  Ohio  Rehabilitation  Services  Com¬ 
mission 

John  Leibold,  Columbus  Attorney 


/ 


Mr.  Stanley  D.  Marsden 
June  17,  1975 
Page  II 


Our  c°nstitution  provides  for  two  advisory  boards,  one  of  technical 
persons  and  one  of  consumers.  Half  or  more  of  our  Board  of  Trustees  must  be 
qualified  consumers. 

the  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  must 
raise  $16,000.00  matching  funds  which  will  be  reimbursed  to  the  Cleveland 
Society  for  the  Blind  before  monies  may  be  released.  The  $16,000.00  repre¬ 
sents  10%  of  $160,000.00  requested  for  purchase  of  2,000  receivers.  A  $15.00 
donation  will  be  requested  of  each  recipient  who  is  financially  able  to 
contribute.  Additional  fund  raising  plans  have  been  made,  such  as  contacts 
with  local  service  groups  plus  a  printed  brochure  and  proposed  public  re¬ 
lations  campaign.  K 

The  Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading  Service,  Inc.  will  put  funds  directly 
to  use,  and  anticipates  working  cooperatively  with  the  Statewide  Radio 
Reader  Service  Committee  and  the  Cleveland  Society  for  the  Blind  in  devel¬ 
oping  Radio  Reader  Service  in  Ohio.  The  Columbus  area  has  a  high  density  of 
blind  persons  because  the  central  location  of  State  Services  for  the  Blind 
and  the  Ohio  State  School  for  the  Blind  are  housed  in  this  area.  When  WOSU 
increases  its  power  next  fall  we  will  cover  a  wider  area?  however,  our  test 
broadcasts  have  been  received  as  far  as  Chillicothe  with  the  present  cable 
system.  We  have  a  large  area  of  potential  listeners  and  are  anxious  to 
provide  this  service  to  the  severely  handicapped  population  of  Central 
Ohio . 


Sincerely , 
sgd:  Stanley  Doran 

Stanley  Doran,  Agent 
Central  Ohio  Radio  Reading 
Service,  Inc. 

Attachment: 


. 
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RADIO  READING  SERVICE 
BUDGET 


COLUMBUS:  2,000  Receivers  @  $80.00 

CLEVELAND : 

PERSONNEL: 

Coordinator  of  Technical  & 
Broadcasting  Services 
Coordinator  of  Volunteers 
&  Promotion 

Program  Development  Specialist 
Secretary 

Accounting  Personnel 
Salary  of  Person  Monitoring 
Project  for  R.S.C. 


Fringe  Benefits  12.6% 


$  8,000.00 

12,000.00 

10,000.00 

6,000.00 

1,300.00 

4,000.00 

41,300.00 

5,018.00 


Maintenance  Engineer 
Audio  Engineers 


TOTAL  PERSONNEL  COST: 


2,600.00 

1,820.00 


RECEIVERS:  2,500  @  $80.00 


CONTRACTUAL  ARRANGEMENTS  LEASE  OF 
SUB-CHANNEL  FROM  WLYT 

LEASE  OF  STUDIO  AND  OFFICE  SPACE- 
URSULINE  COLLEGE 


$  7,200.00 


6,000.00 


TOTAL : 


OPERATING  EXPENSES-OFFICE: 

Communications  &  Publications 

Telephone 

Travel 

Office  Supplies 
Office  Equipment 


$  3,000.00 
1,200.00 
1,500.00 
800.00 
3,000.00* 


TOTAL : 


OPERATING  (STUDIO  COSTS) 

2  Microphones  @  $200.00 

Recorders 

Line  Costs 

Studio  Telephones 

Replacement  Parts 

Tape 

Miscellaneous  Supplies 


$  400.00* 

2,500.00 
500.00 
1,100.00 
1,250.00 
750.00 
250.00 


TOTAL : 

GRAND  TOTAL: 

10%  Local  Matching: 

Columbus  Share:  $16,000.00 

Cleveland  Share:  28 ,019 .00 

TOTAL : 

TOTAL  REQUESTED  FROM  R.S.C:  - 

♦First  Year  Expenses  Only  for  Equipment. 


$160,000.00* 


$  50,738.00 

$200,000.00* 


$  13,200.00 


$  9,500.00 


$  6,750.00 

$440,188.00 


$  44,019.00 

$396,170.00 


. 


' 


CENTRAL  OHIO  RADIO  READING  SERVICE,  INC. 

Schedule 


6:30  Preparation  of  station  for  broadcasting,  and  of  the  paper  for  being 
read  by  volunteers.  The  Electronics  Director  and  Director  of  Vol¬ 
unteers  and  Information  begin  their  duties. 

7:00  Volunteers  read  the  morning  paper.  Parts  are  recorded  for  pre¬ 
sentation  at  10:00  a.m.  Subjects  read  in  particular  time  segments 
are:  Feature  articles,  Editorials,  Columnists,  Secretary  and 

Executive  Director  arrive. 

9:00  Homemaker's  Hour:  Morning  paper  adds  read  —  Homemaker  or  teacher 
interviewed  —  remainder  of  hour  devoted  to  phone-in  comments. 

(at  9:00  the  first  volunteers  go  off  the  air,  but  remain  to  answer 
phones  if  needed  about  births,  deaths,  etc.  They  leave.  The 
Director  of  Volunteers  obtains  the  afternoon  Dispatch  and  marks  it 
for  the  second  volunteers  who  arrive  before  10:00). 

10:00  News  repeated  by  recording,  for  benefit  of  older  persons  who  rise 
later.  The  volunteers  record  one  hour  of  readings  from  the  after¬ 
noon  paper  to  be  aired  at  noon. 

11:00  Children's  Hour:  Recorded  earlier.  Short  span  items  often  inter¬ 
est  older  persons  also.  The  two  volunteers  change  and  read  indi¬ 
vidually  in  reading  booths,  material  to  be  recorded  and  used  on 
later  shows.  They  complete  their  service  at  noon. 

12:00  Afternoon  newspaper  aired,  (recorded).  Second  set  of  volunteers 
leave  at  noon,  new  set  arrive  before  1:00. 

The  Assistant  Electronics  Director  arrives  at  noon,  allowing  the 
Director  to  take  a  lunch  break  as  does  the  Director  of  Volunteers. 

The  Secretary  and  the  Executive  Director  exchange  phone-answering 
responsibility  and  lunch  breaks.  The  Director  of  Volunteers 
obtains  the  Evening  Paper  and  marks  it  for  the  volunteers  to  read. 

1:00  -  4:00 

Network  programs  when  available.  If  we  originate  our  programing, 
it  could  be  a  literature  hour.  Golden  Age  hour,  includina  Old  Time 
Radio,  a  health  program,  and  other  programs  alternating  recordings, 
or  can  double-up  with  the  duties  at  the  station. 

While  programing  is  recorded,  the  third  set  of  volunteers  would  be 
reading  the  evening  paper  for  two  hours.  At  the  end  of  that  time; 
3:00  p.m. ,  the  volunteers  and,  the  Electronics  Director  and,  the 
Director  of  Volunteers  would  go  home. 

4:00  Trading  Post:  Ads  read  (by  recording)  from  magazines  and  newspapers. 
Items  which  listeners  want  to  sell  listed.  During  the  last  part 
of  the  hour,  the  engineer  on  duty  will  conduct  a  phone-response 
and  bidding  portion. 
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5:00  Evening  Dispatch  read  (by  recording).  Two  hours.  Feature  articles, 
Funnies,  Editorials,  Columnists,  Sports,  Fashions,  Stock  Market,  etc. 

7:00  -  8:00  p.m. 

Celebrity  Interview:  Phone-in.  At  this  time  more  of  the  listeners 
can  participate,  but  the  show  could  be  aired  during  the  three  hours 
in  the  afternoon.  Guests  could  be  interviewed,  live  or  recorded, 
during  part  of  this  time.  If  they  are  present,  they  would  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  phone  answering  portion  of  the  show. 
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